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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 0918 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, RH, NI 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH GARBA ON RHODESIA 

1 . AFTER DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS BEING REPORTED SEPTELS, 

I HAD OCCASION JANUARY 26 RAISE WITH GARBA CURRENT FMG VIEW OF 
RHODESIAN PROBLEM. HE SAID FMG WAS DISMAYED AT PRESENT TURN OF EVENTS 
AND DEEPLY FEARED DETERIORATION WITHIN ZIMBABWE ALONG ANGOLAN 
LINES. GARBA SIAD OBASANJO HAD QUESTIONED NKOMO HARD DURING 
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NKOMO’S RECENT VISIT. PRESSING HIM FOR ASSURANCES THAT HE 
ANDHIS ZAPU COLLEAGUES FULLY SUPPORTED THE ARMED STRUGGLE. 

GARBA SAID FMG FOUND NKOMO "UNLIKELY" FUTURE HEAD OF STATE IN 
VIEW OF HIS PREVIOUSLY "NON-MILITANT APPROACH". FMG WAS 
DUBIOUS OF CREDIBILITY OF NKOMO'S ALLIANCE WITH MUGABE. 

2. 1 NOTED THAL FMG TO DATE HAD NOT SPECIFICALLY ENDORESED THE 
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FRONTLINE ESPOUSAL OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT. GARBA SAID FMG HAD 
NO PROBLEM WITH FRONTLINE ESPOUSAL OF PATRIOTIC FRONT (PF). HE 
SAID" IN FACT WE SUGGESTED IT TO THEM." HE SAID THIS ACTION WAS 
"ALL RIGHT FOR THE FRONTLINE STATES" BUT REPLIED THAT NIGERIA 
WANTED TO KEEP OTHER OPTIONS OPEN FOR HERSELF AT LEAST FOR THE 
TIME BEING. HE SAID THIS WAS WHY NIGERIA PREFERRED TO GIVE 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT DIRECTLY TO LIBERATION LEADERS RATHER THAN 
THROUGH THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS. NIGERIA WOULD SOON RECEIVE 
SITHOLE AND TALK THINGS OVER WITH HIM "TOO SEE WHERE HE STANDS." 

3. GARBA THEN SAID "THE SITUATION CONTINUES TO DEMANDUS HELP." 

I SAID WE WOULD WELCOME A MORE PRECISE INDICATION OF THE KIND 
OF ACTION HE THOUGHT THE US MIGHT TAKE. HE SAID THAT HIS 
"EXPERTS" WERE WORKING ON A LETTER TO SECRETARY VANCE SETTING 
FORTH SUCH IDEAS. I ASKAD WHETHER NAMIBIA WAS INCLUDED. HE 
SAID YES. HE HOPED THE LETTER WOULD BE FINISHED BY THIS WEEKEND. 

4. COMMENT: IN FIRST TELLING ME THAT FMG HAD SUGGESTED FRONTLINE 
PRESIDENTS' ESPOUSAL OF PF AND THEN STRESSING FMG'S INTENTION OF 
KEEPING ITS OWN OPTIONS OPEN, GARBA WAS REFLECTING THE DEEP-SEATED 
AND CONTINUING NIGERIAN FEAR OF BACKING A LOSER IN RHODESIA. HIS 
EXPRESSION OF DOUBT ABOUT NKOMO'S POTENTIAL AS A LEADER AND THE 
PERMANENCE OF THE NKOMO/MUGABE ALLIANCE CONFIRM THIS. IT MAY 

BE THAT WHAT FMG IN FACT DID WAS TO URGE FRONTLINE STATES TO 
SELECT THE LEADER WHO THEY THOUGHT COULD COMMAND THE ALLEGIANCE 
OF THE VARIOUS RHODESIAN NATIONLIST FACTIONS AND AROUND WHOM 
OTHER AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS COULD EVENTUALLY RALLY. OBVIOUSLY, 
NKOMO HAS NOT YET CONVINCED THE NIGERIANS THAT HE IS THAT 
LEADER. 
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